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Foreword
In the line of generating information on Morinda citrifolia L.
(Noni) World Noni Research Foundation (WNRF) funded a project
entitled "Collection, conservation, characterisation and identification
of superior clones of Morinda citrifolia L. in Bay Islands"
particularly on biodiversity from Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

The author has taken much effort to generate information on noni
biodiversity and the technical bulletin prepared out of the project
will help the researchers to understand the nature of diversity
found in Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

I congratulate the author and thank the institute for its full support
extended to carry out this project.

Chennai
September, 2011

(Kirti Singh)
Chairperson

ii

About the Project
The conservation and utilization of genetic resources is of strategic importance
for humanity. The tropical regions are considered the most biologically diverse
sites in the world. In fact, several species of agricultural importance,
agribusiness, medicine and pharmacology have originated in these regions.
India has great diversity of flora and in its tropical regions, particularly in
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Among them Morinda citrifolia L. has a special
niche in this Island.
Andaman and Nicobar Islands are considered as centre of origin of this species
and harbor huge genetic diversity of M. citrifolia. To explore the potential of
this untapped resources, the present project was sanctioned to Central
Agricultural Research Institute for a period of three years during which time
the Principal Investigators and his co-workers have generated good amount of
information on the diversity of M. citrifolia L.
Our grateful thanks are due to Central Agricultural Research Institute, ICAR
and the authors who made great contribution to bring about the the biodiversity
of this wonder crop.

Chennai
September, 2012

(P. I. Peter)
Chairman, Noni BioTech
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Preface
"Let food be your medicine and let medicine be your food" - Hippocrates
The technical bulletin clearly explains the biodiversity of Morinda citrifolia.
It also explains the phytochemical study and medicinal properties of
M. citrifolia. I hope that this will improve the consumer awareness as well as
researchers whose will turn over to this particular plant species. This is the
first research to evaluate correlation between morphological and molecular
diversity.
I sincerely acknowledge the financial support extended by World Noni Research
foundation (WNRF) and also for bringing out a technical bulletin useful to
Noni researchers, especially for breeders.
I take this opportunity to thank and express our gratitude to Dr. Kirti Singh,
Chairperson, WNRF; Prof. P.I.Peter, Chairman, Noni BioTech; Dr. K.V.Peter,
Director, and Dr. T. Marimuth, Additional Director, WNRF for their guidance
and unstinted support throughout the study.
I hope, this bulletin will be useful in providing precise information about
diversity of Morinda citrifolia in the Islands.

Port Blair
October, 2012

Dr. D. R. Singh

